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Making sense of test reports done on Field Gear Towels

Anti-bacterial properties in Field Gear towels (Employing FineWelTM technology)

Field Gear Towels employ the use of FineWelTM technology in the manufacture of its
towels.  This technology uses a proprietary anti-bacterial treatment, ‘Dr BactyTM

Protection’, which combines both organic and inorganic anti-bacterial compounds.  The
treatment is sealed into the towel in the dyeing process.  The efficacy of the anti-bacterial
properties in Field Gear towels have been tested and proven effective with a series of
tests conducted by the FITI Testing & Research Institute in Korea.

A summary of the reports of all tests done on Field Gear towels can be viewed at their
website at “http://www.fieldgear.com.sg/certification.html”.  The reports relate to the
following tests:

• Algal resistance test
• Anti-bacterial test comparing an untreated and treated FineWelTM fabric
• Anti-bacterial test after 10 washes
• Anti-bacterial test after 30 washes

In addition, Field Gear towels have been tested for suitability of use directly on the human
skin using the stringent Eco-tex standards. Eco-Tex an organization set up by a
consortium of fabric manufacturers and is based in Germany.  One of its functions is the
setting of standards in the testing of fabrics and textiles.  Any fabric that is certified using
Eco-Tex standards is guaranteed to be safe for direct use on the human skin and have
been manufactured in an environmentally friendly way.

Conduct of Anti-bacterial tests

In any anti-bacterial test, a datum for comparison is needed.  The culture of bacteria to be
tested on is usually allowed to incubate and proliferate in a normal environment and the
rate at which it proliferates measured.  This is then compared with the rate of proliferation
or destruction of the same bacteria on the material treated with the subject anti-bacterial
compound.

To determine the datum, the target bacteria are usually cultured in an agar solution
placed in a suitable dish.  Once the agar is prepared in the dish, a measured amount of
the bacteria culture is introduced to it.  The measurement of the bacteria is usually in
CFU/ml (Colony Forming Units per miliLitre).  CFU is a measurement of viable bacterial
numbers and not the number of cells, i.e. the number of colonies formed in the amount of
solution.  The bacteria are then left to incubate and reproduce and after a determined
time period, the number of CFUs is measured again.  This then forms the datum.  For
example, say 1.3x105 CFU/ml was the measured amount introduced, after 18 hours the
measurement became 7.7x106 CFU/ml.  This will then be the datum rate at which this
particular bacteria culture will proliferate in a normal environment.

To test the effectiveness of an anti-bacterial treatment, the same amount of bacteria is
introduced to the treated material and left to stand for the same period.  The number of
CFU is then measured and the rate at which the bacteria proliferated or are destroyed
can then be determined and compared with the datum.  A percentage can then be
calculated relating to the effectiveness of the anti-bacterial treatment.
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Deciphering the test reports done on Field Gear towels

Only relevant portions of the various reports are extracted and explained here.  Please go
to our website at “http://www.fieldgear.com.sg/certification.html” to view the full summary.

1.  Algal Resistance Test Report

Extract of report

This report is straightforward.  The rate of algal growth on the tested fabric is “0”,
indicating no algal growth detected.  The rating ranges from 0 through to 4 with each
rating explained.

2.  Anti-bacterial Test Reports

The explanations below apply to the following test reports:
• Anti-bacterial test comparing an untreated and treated FineWelTM fabric
• Anti-bacterial test after 10 washes
• Anti-bacterial test after 30 washes

Sample Description

Extract of report

The ‘Sample Description’ states the item or items tested on.  In this example, they are:
• Item #1 – an untreated FineWelTM fabric
• Item #2 – a FineWelTM fabric treated with anti-bacterial properties.
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Anti-bacterial test results

Extract of report

The test was conducted using 5 different bacteria cultures (see below for types of
culture).  These are named Bacteria-1 through 5 as seen on the left most column.

The ‘Blank’ column represents the datum.  In this test, a piece of Cotton fabric was used
as will be seen below.  Item #1 and #2 are the tested fabrics as described in the ‘Sample
Description’ above.

Let’s consider Bacteria-1 for our explanation of the results.

• At the start, all 3 samples were inoculated with 1.3x105 CFU/ml of bacteria-1.

• After 18 hours, the bacteria concentration was measured again for the 3 samples
with the following results:

o Blank = 6.1x106

o Item #1 = 4.6x106

o Item #2 = <10 (less than 10 CFU/ml)

• The following can be concluded at this stage:
If 1.3x105 CFU/ml of bacteria-1 is introduced, after a period of 18 hours, the
bacteria colonies on a piece of cotton fabric would have multiplied approximately
47 times, on an untreated FineWelTM fabric, the colonies would have
approximately multiplied 3.5 times and on a FineWelTM fabric treated with Dr
BactyTM, the colonies would have reduced to <10 CFU/ml.

To calculate the Biostatic Reduction Rate, or the rate at which the tested samples are
able to reduce the proliferation of the bacteria, the ‘Blank’ or datum is used as the base
for comparison.

• The results on the datum show that bacteria-1 increased from 1.3x105 CFU/ml to
6.1x106 CFU/ml.  Let’s take this to be a 100% increase.

• For item #1 therefore, it can be said that the percentage increase is:
(4.6x106 divided by 6.1x106) x 100
= 75.4% increase



4 of 5

• Putting it another way, item #1 was able to reduce the rate of increase of bacteria-
1 by 100 – 75.4 = 24.6%  (25.1% as shown on the report)
Note: The result here differs slightly from that shown on the test reports because of
rounding of the figures.  The actual figure to arrive at 25.1% as shown in the report is
4.5689x106 which was rounded up to 4.6x106)

• For item #2, the result showed <10 CFU/ml.  The entire colony was practically
wiped out!  The percentage of bacteria-1 remaining after 18 hours therefore is:
(10 divided by 6.1x106) x 100
which is a miniscule 0.000001%

• The biostatic reduction rate for item #2 is therefore:
100 – 0.000001%
= 99.9%

Other details

Extract of report

 The rest of the report provides details of the test.
• ‘Sample Weight’ is the weight of the samples used for the test.
• ‘An Increasing Rate’ shows the number of times the bacteria increased in

numbers on the ‘Blank’ sample.
• ‘Inoculum Concentration’ shows the measure of bacteria introduced to the

samples, complete with the variation tolerance of 0.3x105 per mililitre.
• ‘Standard Fabric’ states the material used for the ‘Blank’ sample, cotton in this

case.
• ‘Nonionic Wetting Agent’ refers to the solution added to the samples to facilitate

the culturing of the bacteria.
• ‘Test Bacteria’ shows the cultures of bacteria used for the test.
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3.  OKO (Eco) Tex Test Report

Extract of report

The report shows that the FineWelTM sports towel tested on has passed all 12 test items.


